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The mission of  K.E.E.P. Yalecrest is to help preserve 
and protect the Yalecrest neighborhood—designated 
on the National Register of  Historic Places
—by providing advocacy, education and recognition 
of  its community, history, landscapes and historic 
architecture.
 
Sign up for e-newsletters at KEEPYalecrest.org; also, 
become a member of  our organization and support 
our education efforts. 

We are here to help. Please contact us:

info@KEEPYalecrest.org

Yalecrest is known and admired for its streetscapes
The Yalecrest neighborhood is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places and has spectacular streetscapes that draw 
people to the neighborhood. 

A street’s particular character is created by things like consistent
building setbacks and heights, comparable topography and trees, 
similar development patterns that allow privacy and maximum sunlight,
and unique architectural features.

Currently, the Yalecrest Compatible Infill Overlay zoning ordinance 
prescribes more consistent yard setbacks and building heights, however, 
it does not prevent demolition of original structures or the construction of oversized homes. 

The biggest threat to Yalecrest streetscapes is demolitions
The neighborhood is experiencing an increased loss of streetscape continuity, mainly from demolitions 
and “McMansion” building and the resulting losses of character and privacy to surrounding homes.

There has been a snowball effect where one home demolition and newly built 
structure gives way to another demo and larger new build, and so on. This sets 
a precedent that has increased in recent years
with the consequence of blighting (or loss of value) of the surrounding original 
homes. Our senior neighbors, many of whom are long-time residents, are 
particularly vulnerable to this activity.

The damage to our streetscapes impacts the
economic vitality and diversity of housing stock in the 

neighborhood. Yalecrest has several sizes of homes accessible to homeowners 
at a variety of income levels. New homes currently being built are selling near 
or over $1 million. If this continues, many new buyers could be priced out of the 
neighborhood. As the diversity of housing stock dwindles, the smaller, more 
affordable homes for younger families are lost.

What can be done?
The City can change the zoning map for an area when residents request an H Historic Overlay. This can 
prevent demolitions, as well as provide guidelines for exterior additions and renovations in order to 
maintain the character of the street. The area with the overlay is recognized as a Local Historic District 
(LHD). Another type of zoning change is to create a district that maintains certain characteristics of an 
area, called a Character Conservation District (CCD).

SAVING
OUR

STREETSCAPES

STREETSCAPE
The visual elements
of  a street such as the road,  
adjoining buildings, street 
furniture, trees, etc., that 
combine to form the street’s  
character.

McMANSION
A large, imposing, 
ostentatious house 
that lacks architectural 
harmony with the 
surrounding original 
houses.

HOUSING 
STOCK
The housing units 
available in a 
particular area.
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LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT (LHD)
LHDs are used throughout Salt Lake City to maintain 
historic neighborhoods and commercial areas that tell the 
story of  our City’s development. Most structures in LHDs 
are listed on the National Register of  Historic Places as 
historically contributing sites or buildings.

More information is available at: http://youtu.be/p8Jgln7mdEE and slcgov.com/historicpreservation

THE MISSION OF K.E.E.P. YALECREST
Keep Educating and Encouraging Preservation of  Yalecrest

CHARACTER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (CCD) 
Establishment of  a CCD is a method to maintain certain 
neighborhood character-defining features. Property owners  
decide on features they want retained and the City adopts
an ordinance to ensure development in that area complies. 
This new option has yet to be utilized in Salt Lake City.

More information is available at keepyalecrest.org/why-preserve/faqs

mailto:president@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:president@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:vp@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:vp@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:secretary@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:secretary@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:treasurer@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:treasurer@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:communications@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:communications@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:history@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:history@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:sponsorship@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:sponsorship@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:education@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:education@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:membership@keepyalecrest.org
mailto:membership@keepyalecrest.org


Why would I want an LHD?
In addition to maintaining the character of your 
block, your property value is improved in an 
historic district. A new, Utah-specific, economic 
impact study shows the value of home sales is 
generally higher in local historic districts than 
nearby homes outside the historic districts:

Average Value Change 2001-2012
Salt Lake City Local Historic Districts*
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Local Historic Districts At a Glance
In Salt Lake City, there are seven local historic districts: Avenues, Capitol Hill, Central City, Exchange 
Place, South Temple, University, and the newest addition—a neighborhood near Yalecrest—called 
Westmoreland Place. 

The City’s H Historic Overlay Zoning can create a Salt Lake City Local Historic District 
for one or more blocks in a neighborhood.

LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICTS:

DO protect property values Do NOT restrict use of  a property

DO provide additional regulations for demolitions Do NOT prevent changes to a property

DO maintain streetscapes Do NOT require restoration or demolition

DO prevent out-of-character remodels Do NOT devalue a property

DO protect your property rights Do NOT require permits for exterior painting 
 nor require specific paint colors

DO protect your neighborhood quality of  life Do NOT require approval for interior work 
 or minor repairs

DO provide assistance and guidance for  
 improving your property

Do NOT hinder property rights
 (which are not absolute)

DO provide flexibility in new building design Do NOT restrict architectural style and use of    
 materials in new construction

Salt Lake City Property Values Index*

2001-2012

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY*

If  all of  the houses rehabilitated using the Utah Historic 
Preservation Tax Credit had been razed instead, they 
would have created a total 131,471 tons of  construction 
debris—enough to fill three football fields 40 feet deep—
with embodied energy equivalent to 13,917,264 gallons 
of  gasoline.

Rehabilitation of  existing homes using Utah Historic 
Preservation Tax Credits reduces the impact on the 
landfill by 116.6 tons per house.

Source: Salt Lake City Planning Staff

In recent years, Salt Lake 
City properties in Local 
Historic Districts have 
consistently enjoyed
higher property values
than those not located in 
LHDs, better weathering 
the Great Recession.

Historic Districts Rest of Salt Lake City
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*Profits Through Preservation: The Economic Impact of Historic Preservation in Utah. Courtesy Utah Heritage Foundation.  
 Download the entire presentation at KEEPYalecrest.org

How does an H Historic Overlay 
impact my planned or future home 
projects?

Improvements or modifications to a home and 
property—such as building a new fence; 
replacing windows, roofs, porches or driveways; 
and additions to the structure—currently require 
building permits. 

In a local historic district, an additional step 
is needed prior to obtaining a building permit. 
The Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) helps 
projects follow LHD design guidelines.

The COA Process:
• Contact Salt Lake City Planning 

Staff for preliminary guidance on
plans. This is very helpful before
going to the expense of designs.

• Take designs/plans to the Planning 
Department (your contractor can do
this) and receive a COA. Most COAs 
are approved at that time.

• A small number of major projects are 
forwarded to the Historic Landmark 
Commission (HLC) for review. The HLC
is comprised of experts who can help 
a homeowner best achieve their goal 
while maintaining proper development. 


