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"The mansion thing is just a blight," said Holly Barton,
peaking into the first home built in Yalecrest with her
husband Michael and daughter Hannah. The Barton's
live in a Craftsman home in Highland Park and admire
the historic homes. Historic preservationists are hosted a
walking tour of a few blocks in Yalecrest, Saturday,
October 24, 2015 to educate neighbors and homeowners
who live in historic districts about the uniqueness of
where they live. In past 20 years, at least 32 historic
homes have been demolished here to make way for
megahomes and the tour is meant to highlight the value
of historic neighborhoods.
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In the opening decade of the 20th century,
Salt Lake City’s undeveloped east bench was
a bit of “a no-man’s land” because it was
sliced by deep ravines formed by Red Butte,
Emigration and other creeks draining the
Wasatch foothills to the east.

But savvy real estate developers saw an
opportunity. Utah’s capital city was growing
rapidly, coal smoke enshrouded the valley
floor below and institutions of higher
learning were planning new buildings along
what is now 1300 East. These factors, along
with a new street car line built down 1500
East over a filled-in Red Butte Creek, were
the economic impetus for the birth of
Yalecrest, according to Kim Childs, a
member of the preservation group K.E.E.P.
Yalecrest. Some of the first to build hailed from Montana’s meat-cutting industry.

“They were looking for a place to invest in real estate near new schools and above the
pollution,” Childs said while leading a walking tour Saturday of Yalecrest’s first
subdivision, Douglas Park, platted in 1912 around 900 South between 1300 and
1500 East.

Among the state’s most architecturally appealing neighborhoods, Yalecrest is also
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among its most threatened: it has become ground zero in a Utah debate pitting
preservation against property rights. New economic forces are rendering many of its
modest historic homes more valuable dead than alive.

Childs’ group — whose name is an acronym for Keep Educating and Encouraging
Preservation of Yalecrest — formed a few years ago to draw attention to demolitions
done to make way for larger structures. Group leaders say such losses — 32 in the
past two decades — have degraded the character and architectural significance of
Yalecrest. Hubbard Avenue has been particularly hard hit.

Bound by Sunnyside and 1300 South, 1300 and 1900 East and known for its Ivy
League street names, Yalecrest is a national historic district, but that designation
accords its old homes little protection from the wrecking ball.

Some Yalecrest residents have fought back by organizing efforts to designate local
historic districts, which would make substantially altering or leveling historic homes
more difficult. The Utah Legislature responded by imposing a moratorium on such
districts. Since that moratorium was lifted, Salt Lake City has authorized four local
districts, some as small as a block, such as the 1700 block of Princeton Avenue,
Normandie Circle and Harvard Avenue.

A backlash again stirred in the Legislature, where senators last session approved
SB293, which was to have increased the portion of willing homeowners needed to
win consideration of a historic district from 15 to 75 percent. Steve and Stan Hansen,
whose family owns several Yalecrest homes, pushed for the bill.

“This is the largest investment most of us will make; we did that with the plans to
make the modifications to our homes to accommodate our families and now we have
someone taking that away from us,” Stan Hansen told a legislative panel in March.
“People who purchased in that neighborhood didn’t purchase in a historical district.
To come in and change the rules after they made the purchase....that’s a serious
property rights issue.”

The session ended before the House could act on the measure, but the move sent a
clear message to preservationists that this tool is in jeopardy. K.E.E.P. Yalecrest has
withdrawn several applications for new historic districts, according to Tracey Harty,
the group’s spokeswoman and a candidate for City Council.

Kelly Marinan, K.E.E.P.’s history director, said inclusion in a historic district would
not bar a home from being renovated or altered, but it would protect all the homes’
value by ensuring a “garage Mahal” won’t replace the Tudor or Craftsman bungalow
down the street.

Saturday’s tour covered several of Yalecrest’s first homes, built in 1912 and 1913.
William Pack built the very first at 882 S. 1400 East for Lydia and Clark Kimball, a
salesman for Western Packing Co, according to K.E.E.P. Douglas Park was
developed around a gully bounded by 900 South and Michigan Avenue. In fact the
seemingly gratuitous curves in 900 South mirror the curves in the gully’s east rim.
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